My lesson was one weeklong phonics lesson. This lesson is differentiated so the students are practicing a specific phonics skill that is appropriate for them. All week, my students work with partners, small groups, and eventually independently to practice and master their phonics skill through various activities. My students use their Words their Way word sort cards to practice sorting their words and QR code scanners to access videos and games online. One change I made to my lesson was to add more explanation in the beginning of what the students would be doing. In my classroom, our phonics lessons are completed independently and are the same each week, just with a new skill. My students in my classroom know the routine for phonics so I do not need to go over this week after week. In the beginning of my lesson this time, I introduced the Words their Way program and modeled what the students would be doing. My original lesson span across one week, but I modified the lesson to only a single lesson since I was not teaching this in my classroom. I had my “students” practice with a more difficult phonics skill than those in my lesson since my students I taught the lesson to were older than my first graders.
I implemented my lesson with two of my co-workers children, ages 9 and 11 since I am on summer vacation. It was interesting to see how this lesson would go with a slightly older audience. I gave both of them the uncommon long vowel (ex: ow, igh, ew) word sort cards. They are both fluent readers so I chose a phonetic skill that might be a bit more challenging. Being unfamiliar with the Words their Way program, they weren’t sure how to sort their words at first. However, they talked about what they noticed and the similarities and differences between the words and eventually correctly sorted the words. Allowing them to talk about the word patterns helped them to work out their thinking. I also provided them with the corresponding QR codes. I wanted them to try to sort the words one time on their own before watching the videos I provided so they would really focus on finding the word patterns. They were able to sort the words without the videos, however the videos solidified their understandings. When talking about the videos they said things like “I knew it!” or “That’s why that word didn’t fit!” This affirmed the usefulness of the enrichment videos and games.

For this lesson, the learning goal was uncommon long vowel patterns (ex: ow, igh, ew). I assumed that the students in this lesson were not familiar with the Words their Way program, so I briefly explained to them how it worked and showed them what they would be doing. I assumed that the students had background knowledge of basic phonetic skills, since they were going into fourth and sixth grade. I also assumed that the sixth grader has not worked explicitly with basic phonics skills in recent years so I reviewed examples. 

The two students I taught this lesson to received the information well in both formats, online and the paper word sorts. Since these students were older, they were very competent with technology and were able to use it with ease. The technology only served to enhance the lesson, these students were not distracted by the fact that they were using an iPad or watching a YouTube video, as I feared might be the case. They were able to remain focused on the content. 

Elements of constructivism were present throughout this lesson. There was little instruction provided by me, and students were constructing their own meaning and understanding of phonetic skills through hands-on practice, online videos and games, and discussions with each other. The two students had the chance to work together to complete tasks and discuss content, and eventually completing the task independently when they had become more comfortable with the content. 
I assessed the two students after the lesson. I have them ample time to figure out the word sort together, watch instructional videos, play games, and complete the word sort independently before assessing them. I assessed the students one at a time by pulling them aside and having them complete their word sort. As they completed the word sort, they had to tell me how they were categorizing the words and why each word fit into the column it did. If the student could correctly sort their words and explain the phonetic skill, then I knew they had mastered the skill.

Technology played a supplemental role in my lesson. The main goal was for students to have a working understanding of a particular phonetic skill and be able to identify it in words and explain it. Technology served as another form of explanation and practice. While supplemental, technology still played a very important role in my lesson. After learning how to work the QR code reader, my students did not have any questions about the technology, other than, “We’re allowed to play this?!” Allowing students to independently access online videos and games via the QR code reader made the lesson fun. My students for this lesson loved that they were allowed to do this. It kept them engaged and allowed them to make a deeper connection to the learning goal. The videos provided another explanation of the phonetic skill, while also providing strategies, such as song and rhyme, to ensure students remember the skill. After watching the videos, the two students I taught this lesson to were still singing a silly song they learned. Without this technology, my lesson would still be meaningful and effective, however I do not believe it would reach as many students. This technology offers students many different ways to learn and practice each skill, ensuring that each child is learning in a way that is most beneficial to them.

